2^2         THE  DECUXE  A,\'D FALL  OF SERWA.

brother Youk believed that by making himself useful
to one of the Turkish factions, he could obtain the
Servian throne as a reward for himself. But he com-
mitted the mistake of choosing the losing side. The
victor:* -us faction visited his misdeeds upon his inno-
cent brother, no less than on himself. A new Turkish
invasion of Servia under Moussa in 1413 led to the
defeat of the Serbs in the plain of Yerbica and
the loss of more territory on the upper waters of
the Morava. But MoussaV: rival Mohammed IM en-
listed the Servian " despot!1 on his side, and the
latter assisted him to subdue all the Turkish factions
and make himself Sultan. Mindful of the benefits
which he had received from Stephen, he restored to
the Serbs the territory which Moussa had so recent!}*
taken away, and confirmed Stephen in his govern-
ment. But the tribute continued, and too late the
Serbs discovered that by their action in helping
Mohammed they had restored unity and strength to
the Turkish Empire. In their desire to obtain a
temporary advantage, they had permanently injured
their own prospects of independence.

This became evident when Amurath II. became
Sultan on Mohammed's death. Stephen Lazarevic
had died in 1427 without heirs, and had named George
Brankovic, son of the traitor of Kossovo, as his suc-
cessor. But Amurath II. at once claimed a prior
right to the Servian throne as the grandson of the
Servian princess Mileva, whose marriage with the
Sultan Bajazet had been one of the conditions of
peace fifty years earlier. The Serbs refused to
acknowledged his pretensions, and he replied by